
NEXSENlPRUET

October 23, 2009

Burnet R. Maybank, III
Member

Admitted in SC

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Charles L.A. Terreni
Chief Clerk and Administrator
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Charleston

Charlotte
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Enclosed please find the Response of Windstream South Carolina, LLC to
Commission's October 15 Directive. By copy of this letter and Certificate of Service,
a copy is being served on all parties of record.

Very truly yours,

Burnet R. Maybank, III
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Docket Number 2009-326-C

State Universal Service Support of Basic Local Service Included In a Bundled
Service Offering or Contract Offering

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Cathy A. Allen, an employee of Nexsen Pruet, LLC, hereby certify that on

this 23rd day of October, 2009, served a copy of the attached Response of
Windstream South Carolina, LLC to Commission's October 15 Directive in the

above-referenced matter to the persons below by causing said copy to be sent by U.S.
Mail as shown below:

Patrick W. Turner, Counsel
BellSouth Telecommunications, Incorporated d/b/a AT&T South Carolina

1600 Williams Street, Suite 5200
Columbia, SC, 29202

Scott Elliott, Esquire
Elliott k Elliott, P.A.
721 Olive Street
Columbia, SC, 29205

John. J. Pringle, Jr., Counsel
Ellis, Lawhorne 4 Sims, P.A.
Post Office Box 2285
Columbia, SC, 29202

M. John Bowen, Jr., Counsel
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Post Office Box 11390
Columbia, SC, 29211

Margaret M. Fox, Counsel
McNair Law Firm, P.A.
Post Office Box 11390
Columbia, SC, 29211



Nanette S. Edwards, Counsel
Office of Regulatory Staff
1401 Main Street, Suite 900
Columbia, SC, 29201

Steven W. Hamm, Esquire
Richardson Plowden and Robinson, P.A.
Post Office Drawer 7788
Columbia, SC, 29202

Bonnie D. Shealy, Counsel
Robinson, McFadden & Moore, P.C.
Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC, 29202

Frank R. Ellerbe, III, Counsel
Robinson, McFadden & Moore, P.C.
Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC, 29202

William R Atkinson
Sprint Communications Company L. P.
233 Peachtree Street
Suite 2200
Atlanta, GA, 30303

Susan S. Masterton, Counsel
United Telephone Company of the Carolinas d/b/a Embarq
1313Blair Stone Road
Tallahassee, FL, 32301

Zel Gilbert, Director External Affairs
United Telephone Company of the Carolinas d/b/a Embarq

Embarq Corporation
1122 Lady Street, Suite 1050
Columbia, SC, 29201

Stan Bugner, State Director
Verizon South, Incorporated
1301 Gervais Street, Suite 825
Columbia, SC, 29201



Benjamin P. Mustian, Counsel

Willoughby k Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC, 29202

John M.S. Hoefer, Counsel

Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.
Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC, 29202-8416

Zel Gilbert, Director External Affairs
United Telephone Company of the Carolinas

d/b/a Embarq
Embarq Corporation
1122 Lady Street, Suite 1050
Columbia, SC 29201

Cathy A. Allen
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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2009-326-C

IN RE:

State Universal Service Support of Basic

Local Service Included in a Bundled Service

Contract Offering

Windstream's Response to Commission's

October 15 Directive

Burnet R. Maybank III, Attorney for Windstream South Carolina, LLC (Windstream)

submits the following in response to the Public Service Commission's (PSC) October 15, 2009

Directive.

Windstream objects to the ORS being compelled to answer the CLEC's Discovery

requests and produce Windstream's South Carolina Annual Service Fund ILEC Data Reports

(ILEC Data Report) and USF Per Line Support Calculation, on the grounds that the discovery

requests are overly broad and the information contained in such documents are irrelevant to the

issues in this proceeding. Windstream has already agreed, in its Responses to Discovery

Requests submitted by the CLECs, to disclose to the CLECs (pursuant to a nondisclosure

agreement and protective order) the specific number of bundled offering access lines that are a

part of the numbers reported in the ILEC Data Report. However, the CLEC's discovery request

to the ORS, which is the subject matter of this discovery dispute, seeks the production of the
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ILEC Data Report itself, which contains additional confidential information that has no bearing

on the question of Universal Service Funding of bundled telephone products.

Specifically, the following information in Windstream's ILEC Data Reports is

confidential and contains information irrelevant to the CLEC's inquiry:

~ Line 1: Number of Residence USF access lines served by Designated Support Service Area

rate group.
~ Line 2: Number of Single Line Business USF access lines by Designated Support Service

Area rate group.
~ Line 7: Number of lines receiving Federal Lifeline assistance.

While Windstream has agreed to disclose the number of bundled offerings included in the

totals provided on lines 1 and 2, the actual total number is irrelevant and is unlikely to lead to

relevant information concerning bundled offerings. Furthermore, Windstream has filed ILEC

data reports for each of its wire centers and such information, itemized as to each exchange, is

confidential and competitively sensitive and irrelevant to the issue of bundled offerings. As to

the Per Line Support Calculation, which is also the subject of the CLECs discover request, it

contains the Cost Per Line which is confidential and irrelevant.

There is simply no compelling reason for the disclosure of data not connected to the

narrow issue presented on this docket, even with the protection of a Protective Order. The

carriers should not have to bear the risk of having highly confidential, competitively sensitive

information falling into the wrong hands when the disclosure of such information is not

necessary to the advancement of the relevant issues in dispute. Windstream has no objection to

relevant confidential information being disclosed under protective order, but objects to the

disclosure of anything outside the factual scope of this docket.
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Burnet R. Ma ank, III
NEXSEN PRUET, LLC
1230 Main Street, Suite 700 (29201)
Post Office Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900

Attorneys for
Windstream South Carolina, LLC

October 23, 2009
Columbia, South Carolina
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